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and the thirteenth- and fourteenth-century MS. C, which is
now in the library of Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge.
The remaining MS. F is also a Cambridge MS. now at
Corpus Christi College. It dates from the fourteenth
century. The present edition is based on Bongars' text,
with emendations from the MSS. and Tudebod, and
with variant readings from representative MSS. of Hagen-
meyer's three groups. B represents Group I, E Group II,
and C Group III. The editions of Hagenmeyer and the
Reateil have been carefully compared with Bongars
for B and E variants, and Hagenmeyer's collation of E
has occasionally been altered in accordance with the
Recueil. C has been re-collated from the original MS.
Limitations of space have made it necessary to omit from
the foot-notes such minor differences between the MSS.
as variations in spelling, transpositions of words, and un-
important changes in grammatical construction. Where the
path is so well worn it is impossible to avoid treading in the
footsteps of those who have gone before, and it would be
absurd to sacrifice accuracy on the shrine of originality; yet
in a few cases the readings of the most recent and thorough
editor, Hagenmeyer, have been rejected, though the reasons
for such rejection- have been fully given in the notes.
One possible source of error, perhaps of enlightenment,
Hagenmeyer hardly notices. Bongars' printed folio edition
of 1611 bears evidence of respect for the letter of his MS.
sources, but it also suggests that he had some difficulty in
reading them, or that their text was corrupt. Thus, while
on p. 17 a lacuna is carefully marked by asterisks, on p. 58.
occurs the obviously erroneous form Hugo Cli Forcenez.
These points are noted as they appear in the text, as they
have a definite critical value. In MSS. BE of the Gesta
Francorum and in the printed editions of Bongars and the
Recueil, the material is divided into four books of very